Town of Reardan
Council Special Meeting Minutes
June 18, 2026, 5:30 PM - Reardan Fire Station
Call to Order: 5:30 PM

Pledge of Allegiance:

Roll Call: )
* Mayor: Kathy Eastman
» Council members: Dan Graham, Wayne Terry, Pat Hogan, and Leanne Merkel are present. Rocky Kidder
was absent and excused.
o Clerk/Treasurer: Sam Mathis
e Police: Chief Werner
e Town Attorney: David Bingaman
e Guests: Niki Sibley, Marian Foster, Tomi Gilbert, Jean Heinrichs, Sandy Hughes, Claudia Veltrie, Betty
Grant, Bill Kemp, Gretchen Neal, David Neal, Sharon Skipper, Glenda Eastman, Josh Eastman, John
Merkel, Chantel Nilles, Whitney Poitra, Tina Hansen, Gail Daniels, Bill Brockman, Bill Stevens.

Mayor announced that there is no public comment section in this meeting, and she asked that the public refrain
from comments during the Council discussion.

Special Agenda Items: Discuss Open Public Meeting Act exemption for Executive Session.

Mayor stated the meeting was called by Council for Executive Session, we can only go into executive session for
purposes that are based on the OPMA exemptions.
OPMA requires that meetings be held and open to the public to ensure that the discussion and decisions
of the government bodies are transparent, accountable, and accessible to the public. To avoid secrecy and
abuse of power. In short, the OPMA exists to protect the public’s right to know how local government
makes decisions, ensuring that democracy remains transparent and responsive.

Mayor asked Council the purpose of the Executive Session. Councilman Dan stated to discuss Personnel to review
all employees. Mayor advised this was not an OPMA exemption for the Executive Session. Councilman Dan asked
to refer to Town Attorney David Bingaman for advice and clarification. David explained OPMA exemptions and
how that applies to Executive Sessions. Council cannot go into Executive Session to do the Mayor’s job.

The question was asked why council has been doing executive sessions all these years and are just now being told
about this. Advised that council are required to do OPMA training and they can always reach out to the attorney.

The attorney explained that to utilize OPMA exemptions you must first have the authority, if you have the
authority, then you must look at the RCW 42.30.110 if you want to go into Executive Session, without the initial
authority it does not apply. What is the authority for Mayor and what is the authority for Council. Wayne asked
what value Council has to the Town, Mayor stated Council is Legislative and Mayor is Executive. Clerk will make
copies of RCW 35.27.370 for Council Specific Powers; Council will pick up RCW at Town Hall.

Executive Session:
e None

Adjourn:
e Pat made a motion to adjourn at 5:46 PM. Leanne seconded the motion. Motion passed 4-0.
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Kath%ﬂEastman, Mayor Sam Mathis, Clerk/Treasurer
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